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ONYX COLLECTIVE ANNOUNCES CAST FOR HULU COMEDY SERIES ‘HOW TO DIE 

ALONE’ FROM NATASHA ROTHWELL AND ABC SIGNATURE 

  

-- Conrad Ricamora, KeiLyn Durrel Jones and Jocko Sims To Join as Series Regulars  

and Bashir Salahuddin as Recurring Guest,  

Alongside Previously Announced Natasha Rothwell --  

 

● Onyx Collective announces cast for Hulu Original Comedy series “How to Die Alone” 

with series regular stars Conrad Ricamora as Rory, KeiLyn Durrel Jones as Terrance and 

Jocko Sims as Alex, alongside Natasha Rothwell as Melissa, and recurring guest star 

Bashir Salahuddin as Brian.  

● Onyx Collective previously announced the eight-episode, half-hour Hulu Original 

comedy from ABC Signature with Emmy®-nominated Natasha Rothwell (“The White 

Lotus,” “Insecure”) to star, write and co-showrun via her overall deal with ABC Signature 

and Onyx Collective under the banner of her company, Big Hattie Productions. Natasha 

Rothwell and Vera Santamaria (“PEN15”) serve as co-showrunners and executive 

producers. Desiree Akhavan (“The Bisexual”) and Jude Weng (“Only Murders in the 

Building”) serve as executive producers. 

● “How to Die Alone” follows Melissa (Rothwell), a fat, Black neurotic who’s never been in 

love. After a comical brush with death, she refuses to settle for anything less than the life 

she wants, catapulting her on a journey to becoming “100% that bitch” in real life by any 

means necessary. 

● Conrad Ricamora as Rory – Self-involved, boy-crazy, love-starved Rory is Mel’s well-

meaning best friend. Rory loves to have a good time at all costs and is blind to his 

privileges — having been adopted by an über wealthy Upper East Side family. His father, 

the CEO of JFK, is embarrassed by Rory and his winding path in life. When his JFK crush, 

a bicoastal bae named Ben, shows interest in him, Rory finds himself experimenting with 

monogamy for the first time ... and holding on for dear life. 

○ Biography: Ricamora is best known for starring alongside Viola Davis in ABC’s 

“How to Get Away with Murder.” He was last seen in Searchlight’s hit summer 

rom-com “Fire Island,” directed by Andrew Ahn, and recurred on the past three 



seasons of FOX’s “The Resident.” Ricamora has also garnered two GRAMMY 

Award® nominations for cast recordings of “The King and I” and “Soft Power.” 

This summer, Ricamorawill be returning to the Broadway stage in “Here Lies 

Love.”   

○ Credits: “How to Get Away with Murder,” “Fire Island” 

○ Reps: A3 Artists Agency 

○ Headshot: LINK. Photo Credit: Ricardo Birnbaum 

● KeiLyn Durrel Jones as Terrance – Terrance is an Air Force veteran and one of Melissa’s 

closest friends on the tarmac at JFK. Terrance has a thirst for adventure that inspires 

Melissa. Their chemistry and his sense of humor keep Mel cracking up and hanging out 

with him on her smoke breaks. Mel is the brightest spot in his day, and he genuinely wants 

to help chase her dreams, but when he tries to hold her accountable, it sends her running 

in the opposite direction. 

○ Biography: Durrel Jones recently recurred in the HBO Max series “The Other 

Two.” He starred in the short film “Sparring Partner” at the 2022 Tribeca Film 

Festival and completed filming Neil Labute’s feature film “Out of the Blue” 

opposite Diane Kruger. He recurred on HBO’s “Succession” and guest starred on 

“East New York,” “Chicago Fire,” “The Equalizer” and “Blue Bloods.” He’s had 

recurring guest star roles on the Netflix series “The I-Land,” Showtime’s “City on 

a Hill” and AMC’s “Better Call Saul.” He is a graduate of the grad acting program 

at NYU. 

○ Credits: “High Maintenance,” “East New York,” “Shakespeare in the Park” 

○ Reps: TalentWorks & JWS Entertainment 

○ Headshot: LINK. Photo Credit: Kiirstn Pagan 

● Jocko Sims as Alex – Alex is Melissa’s current boss and former fling. For Mel, Alex is the 

one that got away. For Alex, Melissa is the one who unceremoniously sent him packing. 

Engaged to be married but still working closely with Mel, Alex can’t help but audit what 

went wrong in their workplace situationship as he gets closer to walking down the aisle 

with his fiancée Julie.  

○ Biography: Sims most recently starred as Dr. Reynolds in the hit series “New 

Amsterdam,” which wrapped after a successful five-season run on NBC. In 

addition, Sims’ short film “Grown,” a comedy that he wrote and directed, will 

have a world premiere at SXSW this year.   

○ Credits: “New Amsterdam,” “Grown” 

○ Reps: Sims is repped by APA and Benedetti Entertainment. 

○ Headshot: LINK. Photo Credit: Maarten de Boer 

● Bashir Salahuddin as Brian – Brian is Melissa’s holier-than-thou, know-it-all, CPA older 

brother. Unhappily married with two kids, he resents Melissa for her aimlessness and his 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BIsaWnKN2rVyWi_I-4IHDmVisiBBWhrt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lnUT9ecaHouwn_VSwqH05tRCMtep8wyv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YlRpPmNe69Y8w8AjtSYZFu3VJkO4vWkN/view?usp=sharing


mother for depending on him as “man of the house” but still finds himself helping them 

out, against his better judgment. It’s no wonder he needs a drink or two to help him 

unwind every night.  

○ Biography: An NAACP Image Award winner, Salahuddin is perhaps best known 

as the co-creator, writer and star of HBO Max’s “South Side” as well as 

IFC/AMC+’s Emmy-winning series “Sherman’s Showcase.” Salahuddin was a 

staff writer on NBC’s “Late Night with Jimmy Fallon,” where he wrote such 

notable pieces as “Slow Jam the News with Barack Obama” and “The History of 

Hip-Hop with Justin Timberlake” and was nominated for an Emmy Award. He 

and his writing partner Diallo Riddle will next reteam to executive produce, co-

write and showrun the Starz comedy “Book of Marlon,” starring Marlon Wayans. 

Salahuddin’s credits also include “Top Gun: Maverick,” “Cyrano,” “Marriage 

Story,” “A Simple Favor,” “Snatched,” “The Dropout” and “GLOW.”   

○ Credits: “Top Gun: Maverick,” “South Side,” “Sherman’s Showcase” 

○ Reps: CAA, imPRint and Yorn, Levine Barnes 

 

ABOUT ONYX COLLECTIVE 

Onyx Collective is a premium content brand with programming exclusively available to stream 

on Hulu in the U.S., Star+ in Latin America and Disney+ in all other territories. Onyx Collective 

was designed to curate thought-provoking entertainment content by creators of color and offers 

an exciting slate for a global audience, including Oscar®-winning documentary “Summer of 

Soul (...Or, When the Revolution Could Not Be Televised),” “The Hair Tales,” “Reasonable 

Doubt,” “Aftershock,” “The 1619 Project,” “Bruiser,” and upcoming originals “UnPrisoned,” 

“Anthem,” “Drive: With Swizz Beatz,” “Searching For Soul Food,” “How to Die Alone,” “Black 

Twitter” (working title) and “Untitled Sly Stone” (working title). 

  

The brand’s roster of prolific creators also includes Ryan Coogler’s Proximity Media (“Judas 

and the Black Messiah,” “Black Panther”), writer and director Destin Daniel Cretton (“Shang-

Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings”) and his production company Family Owned, writer, 

producer and director Prentice Penny’s Penny for Your Thoughts, writer and comedian Natasha 

Rothwell (“Insecure,” “SNL”), writer-producer Erika Green Swafford and her production 

company Chocolate Girl Wonder, Yara Shahidi with her 7th Sun Production Company, and 

most recently writer-producer Jason Kim (“Barry,” “KPOP”) and Academy Award®-winning 

filmmaker Joseph Patel (“Summer of Soul (...Or, When the Revolution Could Not Be 

Televised)”). 

 

Follow Onyx Collective on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook. 
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fonyxcollective%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAngela.Donovan%40disney.com%7Cdf33953aabc24803f5d008dac8b9dd0d%7C56b731a8a2ac4c32bf6b616810e913c6%7C1%7C0%7C638042997849973562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2nTpDOSYV79MIchEesA%2BmksD9er6QlDDlROTnL4oDwE%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fonyxcollective&data=05%7C01%7CAngela.Donovan%40disney.com%7Cdf33953aabc24803f5d008dac8b9dd0d%7C56b731a8a2ac4c32bf6b616810e913c6%7C1%7C0%7C638042997849973562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FWb03KbCoKcDMj1uE7H0ekjWCb7wIh%2FhRblXEOIsTvc%3D&reserved=0


@OnyxCollective | @Hulu | #HowToDieAloneHulu  

 

ABOUT ABC SIGNATURE 

One of the Disney Television Studios, ABC Signature produces many of ABC Entertainment’s 

most significant hits, including “Grey’s Anatomy,” and “Station 19”; co-productions “The Good 

Doctor,” “A Million Little Things,” “The Rookie,” “The Rookie: Feds” and “Home Economics,” 

and late-night talk show “Jimmy Kimmel Live!” ABC Signature’s series include “grown-ish” 

and “The Watchful Eye” for Freeform; “Godfather of Harlem” for MGM+; “Bad Sisters” and 

“Five Days at Memorial” for Apple TV+; “Fleishman Is In Trouble” for FX; “Reasonable Doubt” 

and “This Fool” for Hulu, and the upcoming “Tiny Beautiful Things” and “UnPrisoned.” The 

upcoming “A Small Light” for Nat Geo and for streaming service Disney +, series include 

“National Treasure: Edge of History” and the upcoming “Muppets Mayhem.” 

 

Media Relations Contacts 

Fowzia Iranpur 

fowzia.iranpur@disney.com 

  

Press materials are available at www.dgepress.com 
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